
1935Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Aug. 24

there with his beautiful daughter, Megan,
and her very young little sister and his wife.

The first time I met Steve Sposato, he was
a grieving young widower with an infant child
whose wife was cut down by a crazed person
with an assault weapon in an office building
in San Francisco. You may remember that
awful incident when it happened. He was a
Republican, always had been. He was just
a businessman. And he thought—he couldn’t
understand why the political system in Wash-
ington didn’t want to stop people like this
crazy guy from getting ahold of assault weap-
ons and going into office buildings and shoot-
ing people like his wife.

He wasn’t all that political. He just wanted
to make sure there wouldn’t be any other
little girls like his gorgeous little daughter.
And I met him. And he came and stood in
the Rose Garden at the White House and
talked about this in very moving terms. And
he said, ‘‘You know, I’m not a politician. I’m
not a speaker. I just don’t want any more
kids to be without their parents.’’ And he
stood and went through that rough fight with
me in 1994. And thankfully, he met another
lady, and they had another baby, and I saw
beautiful little Megan today and her new lit-
tle sister and her stepmom and Steve’s moth-
er who lives on Long Island. They all came
out to see me. It changed his politics forever.

Why? Because in the most awful, agoniz-
ing way, he had to come to terms with the
fact that what we do as citizens, whether we
like it or not, affects how we live as people.
And that brave, good, fine young man is
standing here.

Now, I hope to goodness not a single living
soul in this audience has ever gone through
anything like this. But I promise you, in some
way or another, for every single one of you,
what you do as citizens affects how you live
as people. I tell people all the time, politics
is not the most important thing in life, not
even in my life. Being President is the second
most important job I ever had next to being
a father. When they get ready to lay you
down, you don’t think about all the time you
should have spent at the office; you think
about who liked you, who loved you, how
the flowers smelled in the springtime, what
it was like to be a child. But politics is sup-
posed to create the conditions and give peo-

ple the tools to shape their dreams, not tear
their hearts out.

When it’s all said and done, that’s what
it’s about. In my lifetime we have never had
this chance before like we have it now. I’m
not running for anything, for the first time
in 26 years. I tell you this as a citizen: Make
sure Susan wins; make sure Jon wins; make
sure Joe and Al win. Give this country its
best chance.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
paddock area of the racetrack at Garden State
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Alexis
Ettinger, senior, Cherry Hill High School East,
who introduced the President; Jon S. Corzine,
candidate for U.S. Senate from New Jersey; and
Republican Presidential candidate Gov. George
W. Bush. Mayor Susan Bass Levin of Cherry Hill
is a candidate for New Jersey’s Third Congres-
sional District. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President-Elect Vicente Fox of
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President Clinton. Let me just say very
briefly what a great honor it is for me, per-
sonally, and for the United States, to have
the President-elect of Mexico here. I have
looked forward to this very much, for the
chance to congratulate him on his election,
and all the people of Mexico on a truly his-
toric affirmation of genuine democracy in
their country. I’m glad he’s here, and I’m
looking forward to getting to know him, hear-
ing his ideas, and doing what I can to help
him get off to a strong start in our partner-
ship.

President-elect Fox. Well, the same here.
I’m very glad to be here, sharing a few min-
utes with President Clinton, the opportunity
to know each other, the opportunity to tell
him about this great day, July the 2d in Mex-
ico, and the opportunity to get to know expe-
riences that you have lived in this 8 years
in this excellent and growing relationship be-
tween Mexico and the United States, and also
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to thank you for all the support you gave to
Mexico in difficult times.

When we were in crisis, we also got and
saw the hand of a friend. And so that’s some-
thing that we recognize in Mexico and I per-
sonally recognize and thank you for in the
name of all Mexicans.

Mexican Democracy
Q. Is Mexico considered a democracy ex-

ample to America Latina?
President Clinton. Considered an exam-

ple?
Q. Yes, to America Latina?
President Clinton. I think that what hap-

pened in Mexico is very impressive. I mean,
we had a genuine, competitive, democratic
election. And I think it’s an example to peo-
ple who are friends of freedom everywhere
in the world.

Immigration Policy
Q. President Clinton, excuse me—Presi-

dent-elect Fox has brought up a whole bunch
of new ideas on the relationship between
Mexico and the United States, including
plans concerning the border immigration.
Are you going to discuss these in full length?

President Clinton. Well, I certainly hope
so. I want to hear them. Obviously, we have
borders, and we have laws that apply to them,
and we have to apply them, and so do the
Mexicans. But I think over the long run, our
countries will become more interdependent.

If you just look at what’s happened in the
relationship between the United States and
Mexico since NAFTA, President-elect Fox
had mentioned—made a reference to the as-
sistance the United States gave to Mexico
when they had a serious financial crisis. But
I always like to remind the American people
that our Mexican neighbors paid their loan
back ahead of time and in the best possible
way. They were good neighbors. We did the
right thing. And everything that has hap-
pened there has validated the commitment
of every genuine friend of an equal partner-
ship in our country.

I think over time, you will see growing
interdependence in our hemisphere. And I
think the Canadians will be a part of that,
and I very much hope our friends in Central
America and South America and the Carib-

bean will be part of that. It will be the way
of the world. And we will all have to deal
with the enemies of organized society and
the nation-state together, as well as taking
advantage of all these opportunities. I regret
that I won’t be around for a lot of it. But
I think it’s a good thing.

Q. [Inaudible]—an idea to increase the
number of legal visas for Mexico, up to a
quarter of a million visas, in exchange for
more cooperation and enforcement on the
Mexican side to stop illegal immigration from
coming to the U.S. How do you see that?
Is that doable?

President Clinton. Well, I want to talk
to him about it. I think if you look at the
United States, I believe we have the most
generous immigration policy in the world.
And as you know, I’ve been a very strong
supporter of that. We were just talking on
the way out about the various kinds of people
that are in our administration and where
they’re from, and America has been made
a better country because of that. But I want
to talk about the details. Look, we just met.
We have to go talk.

Do you want to say anything to him?
Q. Did you talk about border issues with

Vice President Gore, and what did he say,
Vice President Gore?

President-elect Fox. I will have a press
conference later for that meeting.

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in Spanish, and no translation was
provided.]

President Clinton. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 7333—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 2000
August 24, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today, America is enjoying the longest

economic expansion in our history, with 22
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